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“The text is a discourse fixed by writing. What is
fixed by writing is thus a discourse which could be
said, of course, but which is written precisely
because it is not said. Fixation by writing takes the
very place of speech, occurring at the site where
speech could have emerged. This suggests that a
text is really a text only when it is not restricted to
transcribing an anterior speech, when instead it
inscribes directly in written letters what the dis-
course means.”

“To read is, on any hypothesis, to conjoin a new
discourse to the discourse of the text. This con-
junction of discourses reveals, in the very consti-
tution of the text, an original capacity for renewal
which is its open character. Interpretation is the
concrete outcome of conjunction and renewal”

QS S 0 Sy e

Discourse .\

Sy g lagly sl ‘}—J’v o

“Discourse is the counterpart of what linguists

call language systems or linguistic codes. Dis-

course is language-event or linguistic usage”

(Paul Ricoeur, 1981, Cambridge University Press,

Hermeneutics and the Human Sciences Essays

on Language, Action and Interpretation; “What
is a text? Explanation and understanding”).
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